Academy Conversion Draws Closer!

A very happy new year to all members of our school community. 2012 has started with some very exciting news for all connected with Langtree.

I am delighted to confirm that we have received notification from the DfE this week that our application to convert to academy status has been approved by Ministers and an Academy Order has been granted for Langtree to continue with the conversion process.

 

This means that we can now access the £25 000 conversion grant and continue with the legal processes of transferring land, buildings, assets and staff to the Academy Trust Company. 

We have instructed solicitors from Blake Lapthorn to act on our behalf during the conversion process and we had an initial meeting with the partners to plan out the work which needs to be completed from this point on in order to convert on 1st April 2012. However, we have used our time in recent weeks very effectively indeed, and a good deal of the necessary preparatory work has already been completed. 
In the meantime, it will be business as usual at Langtree and I am confident that the conversion process will have no detrimental impact on the efficient running of our school: our core business will always remain in teaching and learning in the classroom and this will always remain our number one priority. That’s what we have always meant by ‘Putting Learning First’.

The objectives behind conversion to academy status remain unchanged. As we move into an uncertain future for all public services, the additional funding which will accrue from academy status will allow us to maintain the outstanding level of provision in our small school. It will also allow us to progress some exciting plans to further improve the educational provision at Langtree over the coming years. At a time when much of the rhetoric in public services is about managing reductions, this would be a very good place to be indeed. Our core belief is that, in such uncertain times, we will be far better placed by having greater autonomy over our own affairs as an academy. We would then be able to determine for ourselves what is best for all students in our care. 

In this sense, and at all times, parents ought to be reassured that our priority will continue to be ‘Putting Learning First’.
 

